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WANT MORE NEWS?! 
Make sure to follow   

ISSTI and STIS  
Twitter accounts at:  

@UoE_ISSTI & @UoE_STIS 

This (delayed) issue of ISSTI Newsletter, the first in 2020, comes amid a difficult time for many 
colleagues. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, research projects are being paused or redeveloped 
and our own annual ISSTI Retreat has been cancelled. Nonetheless, our community remains 
strong and buoyant. And as this screenshot shows, we are learning how to sustain networks 
using new online media. New avenues of enquiry and cross-institutional partnerships are 
emerging around critical concerns. We also celebrate the extensive publication output of 2019.  
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Responding to Covid-19 
 

Data-driven Innovation (DDI) Funding to Tackle Impact of Covid-19  
 

Two grants secured by Morgan Currie (STIS) and Alessandro Rosiello (Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation, UEBS) to examine the impact of Covid-19 and support the recovery process.   
 
Dr Currie leads a project on Art in & out of Lockdown, in partnership with LeithLate to build a virtual tour 
of their successful walking tours of the Leith area’s murals and open studios. This project also links existing 
data to bus and bike routes to create curated tours that encourage residents and tourists to explore 
Edinburgh’s cultural assets beyond the city centre. 
 
Dr Roseillo, and research fellow Dr Matjaz Vidmar, are examining the Impact of Covid-19 on High-
Growth Businesses in Edinburgh City Region and Beyond. The project aims to develop a 
comprehensive body of evidence to show how businesses are coping with Covid-19 and associated 
measures and propose further interventions that are most likely to be effective in combating the economic 
impact of the pandemic, informing the local (and national) government, support agencies and managers. 
Preliminary findings from this project were presented as part of a special DDI webinar: https://ddi.ac.uk/ddi-
launch-new-webinar-series/ on 1st July. 

 
ISSTI Director Chairs AsSIST-UK’s First Covid-19 Webinar 
 

To develop a STIS-wide discourse about 
the challenges and research opportunities 
of Covid-19, the UK Association for the 
Study of Science, Innovation and 
Technology (AsSIST-UK) held its first-ever 
webinar with distinguished guests.    
 
The webinar on June 18 was organised by 
Barbara Ribeiro, Andrew Webster, Matjaz 
Vidmar and Robin Williams, and attended by 
over 80 colleagues from around the world. 
The panellists, Eva Giraud, Michael 
Schillmeier, Annie Wilkinson, Reiner 
Grundmann and Andy Stirling, raised a wide 
range of issues which need to be addressed within the field, and showed how they are exploring these in 
their current work. Colleagues within the AsSIST-UK network were also invited to submit a brief summary 
of their Covid-19-related research, which we hope will encourage collaboration across projects. The full 
report is available on the website at https://assist-uk.com/report-on-the-assist-uk-webinar/ and a recording 
can be viewed at https://bit.ly/AsSIST-UK_Webinar-June20.    
 
The Association also drew on the outcome of the Webinar to send a submission to the Government Office 
currently seeking proposals for near-term research (https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/areas-of-
research-interest) relating to Covid-19. A key issue missing from the current list on the GO paper is that 
one of the challenges of the contemporary pandemic are changes in life necessary to cope with the virus, 
and going beyond of how we live, but how we wish to live. The line taken in the government document in 
the section on ‘Trust’ is solely about prevention, eradication etc. 
 

 

 

 

This is the Newsletter of the Institute for the Study of Science, Technology and Innovation 

(www.issti.ed.ac.uk) This interdisciplinary network, founded in 2000 by Robin Williams, brings together 

colleagues from across the University studying science, technology and innovation and is hosted by the 

Science, Technology and Innovation Studies (STIS) Subject Group. 

Science, Technology and Innovation Studies (STIS) Subject Group at the University of Edinburgh is 
internationally recognised as a leading centre of research, teaching and knowledge exchange in this 
important interdisciplinary field. With more than 40 staff, STIS enjoys outstanding ratings for its scholarly 
publications and impact, sustains research intensity with a high volume of external research income, and 
excels in teaching through a suite of undergraduate and postgraduate courses and programmes. For more 
information, see our website: www.stis.ed.ac.uk.    

https://ddi.ac.uk/ddi-launch-new-webinar-series/
https://ddi.ac.uk/ddi-launch-new-webinar-series/
https://assist-uk.com/report-on-the-assist-uk-webinar/
https://bit.ly/AsSIST-UK_Webinar-June20
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/areas-of-research-interest
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/areas-of-research-interest
http://www.issti.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.stis.ed.ac.uk/
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Responding to Covid-19  
 
 

Lessons of Covid-19 Digital Health Apps in China 
 

As the UK and other Western countries are re-opening their economies there 
may be important lessons from China’s earlier experiences. Dr Xiaobai Shen 
(Business School) has written two papers exploring how China was able to take 
advantage of an advanced digital infrastructure and inherited local governance 
infrastructures to put into place bottom-up governance of contagion risk. 
 

 The digital health app got China back in business within six weeks after 
Covid-19 lockdown - food for thought for the UK? 

 Grass-roots management of Covid-19 in China: behind the digital health apps  
 
 

 
 

Research News 
 
 

 
International Workshop on History and Sociology of Mathematics 

 
In early January STIS hosted a two-day international workshop organised by Dr Michael Barany on 
the theme of “Universals’ Locales: The International and Global History and Sociology of Modern 
Theoretical and Mathematical Sciences.” 
 
The workshop was funded by a British Academy Rising Star Engagement Award, with two participants’ 
travel additionally subsidised by the University’s Low and Middle Income Countries Travel and 
Partnerships Fund. Twenty-seven researchers from around the world—including three professors from 
Austria, Brazil, and France serving as workshop mentors—examined the distinctive challenges of studying 
supposedly universal theoretical knowledge on a global scale where specific locations and their 
connections matter integrally. The workshop consisted of eight semi-structured peer-moderated 
discussions alternating with convivial meals and coffee breaks, and visiting participants were delighted to 
explore a dark midwinter Edinburgh after hours. Workshop conversations have since moved online to the 
website https://commons.mathsworlds.org/, which Dr Barany has recently set up as a home for global 
explorations of historical and contemporary mathematical and theoretical sciences.  

ISSTI Part of New £20m Advanced Care Research Centre 
 

ISSTI members, Robin Williams, Kathrin Cresswell and James Stewart, are part of the team that has secured £20 
Million funding from Legal and General to establish a ground-breaking  research centre: The Advanced Care 
Research Centre (ACRC). Led by Bruce Guthrie, Professor of General Practice at the University of Edinburgh’s 
Usher Institute, the  ACRC is a seven-year multi-disciplinary research programme, bringing together medicine and 
other care professions, life sciences, engineering, informatics, data and social sciences to improve understanding 
of care in later life and revolutionise how it is delivered. Our work will focus on new technologies and models of 
care.  
 
More info about the Centre: https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2020/collaboration-to-improve-life-for-ageing-populatio 
 

 

Francesca Bray is the Winner of 2019 Leonardo da Vinci Medal 

 

Unfortunately, we have made a grave editorial error in our last edition of the Newsletter (November 2019) and have 
accidentally written that the 2019 Leonardo da Vinci medal from the Society for the History of Technology was 
awarded to Prof Jan Webb instead of its actual recipient, Prof Francesca Bray. This has been updated in the on-
line repository (https://bit.ly/ISSTI-News-Nov19) to reflect the correct recipient. We sincerely apologise to Prof Bray 
and Prof Webb for this unfortunate mix-up and congratulate Prof Bray on this remarkable achievement!   
 

 

https://medium.com/@xiaobai.shen1/the-digital-health-app-got-china-back-in-business-within-six-weeks-after-covid-19-lockdown-food-5def59447801
https://medium.com/@xiaobai.shen1/the-digital-health-app-got-china-back-in-business-within-six-weeks-after-covid-19-lockdown-food-5def59447801
https://medium.com/@xiaobai.shen1/grass-roots-management-of-covid-19-in-china-behind-the-digital-health-app-c02bb8f7ced
https://commons.mathsworlds.org/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2020/collaboration-to-improve-life-for-ageing-populatio
https://bit.ly/ISSTI-News-Nov19
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Research News  
 

 

SHAPE-ID Workshop Hosted in Edinburgh 
 
The second SHAPE-ID workshop on Environmental Humanities was 
organised by Prof Catherine Lyall and Dr Isabel Fletcher.  
 

Environmental Humanities scholars, policy makers and funders, spent 
two days in January 2020 exploring what specific contributions the 
humanities can, and do, make to societal challenges research related to 
environmental concerns in the context of inter- and transdisciplinary 
research. The workshop began with three fascinating scene-setting 
presentations from Environmental Humanities researchers who spoke 
about their experience working in inter- and transdisciplinary projects and 
teams. 
 
Dr Anna Antonova (Rachel Carson Centre for Environment and Society, LMU Munich, Germany) spoke 
eloquently of her experiences as an interdisciplinary Early Career Researcher, highlighting the rewards 
and pleasure of working across disciplinary and sectoral boundaries while facing the challenge of 
negotiating the very traditional disciplinary structures of the University. 
 
Professor Naomi Sykes (University of Exeter, UK) offered insights from a number of highly interdisciplinary 
projects centred around animals. Discussing examples of two projects focusing, respectively, on chicken 
and fallow deer, Professor Sykes showed how these were used as a lens to explore human-animal 
interactions and our relationships with the natural world from a variety of cultural and scientific 
perspectives, revealing how relationships with and to animals feeds directly into policy. 
 
Professor Dolly Jørgensen (University of Stavanger, Norway) presented on her experience leading the In 
the Clouds project, an ArtScience workshop funded by the Research Council of Norway. The project 
brought together scholars with photographers, filmmakers, painters, poets and performance artists, to 
collaborate with a museum on developing an exhibition on clouds, examined from this diversity of 
perspectives. Professor Jørgensen reminded us that excellent interdisciplinary research can occur within 
the broader Arts and Humanities community and does not necessarily require collaboration with STEMM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine) disciplines. 
 
After the presentations the group split into smaller working groups to engage in co-design activities around 
the development of research projects and funding calls. In the first exercise, each group worked to outline 
an inter- or transdisciplinary research project based on a short text on environmental challenges. On the 
second morning of the workshop, participants worked in groups again, this time to critique and redesign 
existing funding calls dealing with environmental issues so that they might better include some of the 
priorities of Arts and Humanities researchers and encourage the participation of these researchers to 
address the challenges outlined. Keep an eye out on the SHAPE-ID blog where we’ll share some 
preliminary insights (you can follow us on Twitter and Facebook) and do sign up for our mailing list 
at https://www.shapeid.eu/contact/ if you’d like to receive the SHAPE-ID newsletter (April 2020 issue: 
https://mailchi.mp/shapeid.eu/shape-id-newsletter-april-2020). 

Prof Raab Appointed to Biometric and Forensics Ethics Group  
 

The remit of this Home Office group includes consideration of the ethical impact on society, groups 
and individuals of the capture, retention and use of human samples and biometric identifiers for 
purposes which fall within the purview of the Home Office, including the differentiation between, or 
identification of, individuals. The group has a wide range of current policy-related interests, including 
live facial recognition in law enforcement, certain aspects of the government's measures to combat 
the coronavirus pandemic, DNA profiling, the development of data ethics guidelines, Data Protection 
Impact Assessment for uses of large and complex datasets, and genetic genealogy. The group carries 
out its tasks in working groups with overlapping membership, and is serviced by the Home Office 
Science Secretariat. It has external contacts with the Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation, the Office 
of the Biometrics Commissioner, and other bodies.  
 
More Info: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/biometrics-and-forensics-ethics-group 
 

https://twitter.com/shapeID_eu
https://www.facebook.com/ShapeIDproject
https://www.shapeid.eu/contact/
https://mailchi.mp/shapeid.eu/shape-id-newsletter-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/biometrics-and-forensics-ethics-group
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Responsible Research and Innovation 
 
 
UK and European research policymakers have picked up the concept Responsible Research and 
Innovation (RRI) proposed by science and technology studies scholars to strengthen engagement 
between scientists/engineers and wider publics to ensure that innovation takes into account its 
potential consequences for the environment and society. ISSTI members have been contributing 
to the ongoing debate about RRI and how it might be achieved. Here we record our recent 
engagements in RRI research and training activities. 
 
Research papers published 

 Erika Szymanski, Tarsh Bates, Elise Cachat, Jane Calvert, Oron Catts, Lenny J. Nelson, Susan 
J. Rosser, Robert D. J. Smith and Ionat Zurr (2020) Crossing Kingdoms: How Can Art Open Up 
New Ways of Thinking About Science. Frontiers in Bioengineering and Biotechnology, 8, 715. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fbioe.2020.00715  

 Smith, R, Scott, D, Kamwendo, Z and Calvert, J (2019) An Agenda for Responsible Research 
and Innovation in ERA CoBioTech Swindon, UK: Biotechnology and Biological Sciences 
Research Council 

 Bruce, A. & Bruce, D. (2019) Genome Editing and Responsible Innovation, can they be 
reconciled? Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics 32:769-788. 
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10806-019-09789-w 

 
Massive Open Online Course (MOOC)  
We contributed to a Data Ethics, AI & Responsible Innovation MOOC, with funding from The Data Lab, 
and hosted through the University of Edinburgh Bayes Centre’s online programme on Data Science, 
Technology and Innovation. Over 3000 learners have registered for MOOC since this was launched in 
February 2020 
  
Training Doctoral researchers in RRI 
The Engineering and Physical Science Research Councils (and UK Research and Innovation UKRI more 
generally) recently required that students at their Centres for Doctoral Training (CDTs) receive research 
training in the area of Responsible Innovation.  We are providing this to students on the UKRI Doctoral 
Training Centre in Biomedical Artificial Intelligence – and have begun to extend these offerings to other 
doctoral programmes in the College of Science and Engineering. This is a key locale for advancing 
interdisciplinary engagement between scientists and engineers and social scientists – but poses 
institutional and   pedagogic challenges.  To address these issues and develop best practice we teamed 
up with Jack Stilgoe (UCL) to run an online workshop. With support from the UK Association for Studies 
in Innovation, Science and Technology, we brought together 30 colleagues involved in delivering research 
training and supporting RRI in UKRI/EPSRC CDTs across 12 Higher Education Institutes. We are 
discussing within this group and with UKRI how to promote best practice in the field. A full report on this 
workshop is available here: http://assist-uk.com/assist-uk-coordinates-training-in-responsible-research-
and-innovation-rri/  
 
Bringing this work together at the University of Edinburgh 
To share resources and provide a focus for this growing set of capabilities a network of researchers at The 
University of Edinburgh have established the Edinburgh Hub for Responsible Innovation (see 
http://rri.ed.ac.uk). This is an online platform which aims to pull together resources and develop critical 
insights about the place of science and technology in democratic societies and the contribution of RRI 
activities. The website is in its early stages and we are keen to represent expertise from across the 
University. For more information contact rri.contact@ed.ac.uk (which is monitored by Rob Smith). 
 
                                                                           

Artificial Intelligence Ethics and Society Group Launched 

 
Benedetta Catanzariti, Yazmin Morlet Corti, and Vassilis Galanos from STIS, in collaboration with the 
main organiser Sarah Bennett from ECA, have initiated the Edinburgh-based AI Ethics & Society group. 
After a successful round of events last year, the group has continued to organise reading groups, guest 
talks, and film screenings throughout the 2019-2020 year. The group’s website is here: http://ai-ethics.org/  

The group has organised a conference on AI ethics which will now take place on the 22nd-23rd October 
2020. More information and registration link can be found here: https://www.criticalperspectives-aies.com/  

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fbioe.2020.00715
https://www.cobiotech.eu/lw_resource/datapool/systemfiles/elements/files/85886BE9C7161C71E0539A695E865A64/live/document/ERA_CoBioTech_RRI_Framework.pdf
https://www.cobiotech.eu/lw_resource/datapool/systemfiles/elements/files/85886BE9C7161C71E0539A695E865A64/live/document/ERA_CoBioTech_RRI_Framework.pdf
http://post.spmailtechnol.com/f/a/dGgbLy7vYEMjK5B1ch2y8g~~/AABE5gA~/RgRfB5iUP0QwaHR0cDovL3d3dy5zcHJpbmdlci5jb20vLS80L0FXdmQtdEg1RGZ4blZWYnpXZlFyVwNzcGNCCgAAFGUmXXN68VRSEkFubi5icnVjZUBlZC5hYy51a1gEAAAG5w~~
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/online-learning/free-short-courses/subjects/science-engineering/data-ethics-ai-and-responsible-innovation
http://assist-uk.com/assist-uk-coordinates-training-in-responsible-research-and-innovation-rri/
http://assist-uk.com/assist-uk-coordinates-training-in-responsible-research-and-innovation-rri/
http://rri.ed.ac.uk/
http://rri.ed.ac.uk/
mailto:rri.contact@ed.ac.uk
http://ai-ethics.org/
https://www.criticalperspectives-aies.com/
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Community News 

 

 
Martyn Pickersgill 
has been awarded 
Personal Chair in 
the Sociology of 
Science and 
Medicine. 
Congratulations! 
 
 

We are delighted to welcome a new 
colleague. 
 

Dr Helen Poulter 
Helen has joined us from 
the University of Exeter, 
where she was working 
with the Energy Policy 
Group based in Penryn, 
Cornwall as part of the 
EPG IGov2 project which 
researched the role of 
governance in enabling 
energy system change.  
Helen had previously 
studied renewable 
energy engineering at 
Exeter and, following this, studied for her PhD as 
part of the IGov2 project.  Her PhD research 
concentrated on how the principles of adaptive 
governance from social-ecological literature could 
be adapted for energy system change, using a 
case study of decentralised energy in the National 
Energy Market in Australia.  Helen has a particular 
interest in the future role of regulation in enabling 
energy system change. Helen is joining STIS as 
part of the UKERC 4.0 program. 
 
Dr Jarita Holbrook  
Jarita joins us as a 
Marie Skłodowska 
Curie Career Restart 
Fellow, they had a 
career hiatus first as 
an AAAS Science & 
Technology Policy 
Fellow at the USA 
NSF and then earning 
a certificate in Digital 
Media & Filmmaking 
Production. Holbrook  

 

 
is a Californian holding degrees from Californian 
institutions including a doctorate from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. Their MSCA 
project for STIS is ASTROMOVES an interview-
based project examining the career decision 
making of astrophysicists with attention to 
intersectional identity. Besides studying 
astrophysicists, Holbrook is an expert on African 
cultural astronomy and an award-winning 
filmmaker. Their articles are archived on 
Academia.edu. Twitter: @astroholbrook or 
@science_tourist YouTube: The Cultural 
Astronomy Channel or Science Tourist Channel 
 
We are pleased to record details of successes 
of alumni and former colleagues.  
 
Congratulations to our alumnus, Dr Abel Villa, 
for his position at Organic Research Centre. 
After completing his PhD 
in Science, Technology 
and Innovation Studies at 
the University of 
Edinburgh in November 
2018, Abel joined the 
research staff at The 
Organic Research 
Centre (ORC) as a 
Researcher in 
Agricultural Supply 
Chains in the department of Business and Markets. 
This follows the work he undertook in his PhD 
thesis, which examined the development of 
producer capabilities in Global Value Chains in the 
agricultural sector in Mexico. At ORC, Abel’s 
examines how downstream and upstream value 
chains across Europe, its actors and stakeholders 
are impacted by diversification of cropping systems 
as well as the costs and benefits of the different 
methods for improving organic trade statistics. 

STIS PhD Student wins 2019 
Sue Grant Award  

 

Vassilis Galanos, STIS PhD Student, has won the 
2019 Sue Grant Award for his "uniquely strong 
contribution to the SPS postgraduate community 
and to the University collective more generally", 
which has "garnered not only the support of fellow 
PhD students, but also of staff and has achieved 
recognition beyond the University." 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzclSftrpdW2XKhQSN7vIBQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzclSftrpdW2XKhQSN7vIBQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvR_8tSJ-UoonGUMvUOvn7w
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2019 Publications*   

 
Alvarez, T., Clormann, M., Jones, C., Taylor, A., Tutton, R. and Vidmar, M. (2019). "Social Studies of Outer Space" 
[Digital Exhibit and Collection of Essays]. Part of Innovating STS Exhibition/Digital Collection, curated by Khandekar, 
A. and Fortun, K. Society for Social Studies of Science. (New Orleans).  

Bolton, R, Clausen, T. (2019). Ambiguous interventions: Capacity remuneration mechanisms and the politics of 
energy transition in Britain and Germany. Energy Research & Social Science, 56. 

Bolton, R., Lagendijk, V. and Silvast, A., (2019). Grand visions and pragmatic integration: Exploring the evolution of 
Europe’s electricity regime. Environmental Innovation and Societal Transitions. 32, pp. 55-68 

Bray, F. (2019). ‘Introduction: Science and Confucian statecraft in East Asia’. In Bray, F. and Lim, J. (eds.) Science 
and Confucian Statecraft in East Asia. Science and Religion in East Asia. Leiden: Brill, pp. 1-27. 

Bray, F. (2019). ‘Technology’. In Chiang, H. (ed.) The Making of the Human Sciences in China: Historical and 
Conceptual Foundations. Leiden: Brill, pp. 29-51. 

Bray, F. (2019). ‘Translating the art of tea: naturalizing Chinese savoir faire in British Assam’. In Smith, P. H. (ed.) 
Entangled Itineraries: Materials, Practices, and Knowledges across Eurasia. University of Pittsburgh Press, pp. 99-
137. 

Bray, F. (2019). ‘Agriculture’, in Dien, A. E. and Knapp, K. (eds.). Cambridge History of China: Volume Two, The Six 
Dynasties 220-581. Cambridge University Press, pp. 355-373. 

Bray, F. (2019). ‘Health, wealth, and solidarity: rice as self in Japan and Malaysia’, in Ki-che Leung, A. and Caldwell 
M. L. (eds.) Moral foods: the construction of nutrition and health in modern Asia. Hawai’i University Press, pp. 23-46. 

Bray, F. (2019). From Needham to EASTS, or why history matters. EASTS, 13(2), pp. 317-321. 

Bray, F., Hahn, B., Lourdusamy, J. B. and Saraiva, T. (2019). Cropscapes and history: reflections on rootedness and 
mobility. Transfers: Interdisciplinary Journal of Mobility Studies 9(1), pp. 20-41. 

Bruce, A. and Bruce, D. (2019) Genome Editing and Responsible Innovation, can they be reconciled? Journal of 
Agricultural and Environmental Ethics 32, pp.:769-788. 

Campagnolo, G. M., Nguyen, H. T. and Williams, R. (2019) ‘The temporal dynamics of technology promises in 
government and industry partnerships for digital innovation: the case of the Copyright Hub’, Technology Analysis & 
Strategic Management. 

Cresswell, K., Sheikh, A., Krasuska, M., Heeney, C., Franklin, B. D., Lane, W., Mozaffar,H., Mason, K., Eason, S., 
Hinder, S., Potts, H. W W and Williams, R. (2019). Reconceptualising the digital maturity of health systems. The 
Lancet Digital Health. 1(5). 

Currie, M., B. Paris, & Donovan J. (2019). What difference do data make? Data management and social 
change. Online Information Review.  

Currie, M. and W. F. Hsu (2019). Performing bureaucracy: Cultures of government data practice. Journal of Cultural 
Analytics. 

D'Adderio, L., Glaser, V., Pollock, N. Performing Theories, Transforming Organizations. Academy of Management 
Review. 44(3). 

Dwivedi, Y. K., Hughes, L., Ismagilova, E., Aarts, G., Coombs, C., Crick, T., ... and Galanos, V. (2019). Artificial 
Intelligence (AI): Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Emerging Challenges, Opportunities, and Agenda for Research, 
Practice and Policy. International Journal of Information Management.  

Engelmann, L., (2019). Configurations of Plague: Spatial Diagrams in Early Epidemiology. Social Analysis 63, pp. 
89–109.  

Engelmann, L., (2019). Picturing the Unusual: Uncertainty in the Historiography of Medical Photography. Soc Hist 
Med 0 

 
*We annually invite ISSTI members to send us details of their publications over the previous year. 
Congratulations to all for another amazingly productive year, in which the breadth, depth and variety of our 
research significantly expanded! 
Please, excuse us for the small text, but this list gets longer year-by-year.  
Sincere apologies also for any omissions. 
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2019 Publications 

 
Engelmann, L., Humphrey, C., Lynteris, C., 2019. Introduction: Diagrams beyond Mere Tools. Social Analysis 63, 
pp. 1–19 

Fletcher, I., Birko, S., Dove, E.S., Laurie, G.T., McMillan, C., Postan, E., Sethi, N., and Sorbie, A. (2019) Co-
production and Managing Uncertainty in Health Research Regulation: A Delphi Study. Health Care Analysis 

Fletcher, I. (2019) ‘Eating less meat ‘to save the planet’: studying the development of healthy eating advice in the UK 
and Denmark in Gustafsson, U., O’Connell, R., Draper, A., and Tonner, A. (eds). What is food? Researching a topic 
with many meanings, Routledge Sociological Futures Series. 

Galanos, V. (2019). “Blended Automation: The Language-Game of Psychoanalytic Automatism and Cybernetic 
Automata". In Jordi Vallverdú and Vincent C. Müller (eds) Blended Cognition: The Robotic Challenge, Springer Series 
in Cognitive and Neural Systems (SSCNS, volume 12), Springer, Cham, pp. 85-95.  

Galanos, V. (2019). Teratological Aspects in Artificial Intelligence and Robotics: From Monstrous Threats to 
Rorschach Opportunities" In Diego Compagna and Stefanie Steinhart (eds.) Monsters, Monstrosities, and the 
Monstrous in Culture and Society. Delaware and Malaga: Vernon Press. pp. 103-129.  

Garcia Sancho Sanchez, M. and Myelnikov, D. (2019). Between mice and sheep: Biotechnology, agricultural science 
and animal models in late twentieth century Edinburgh. Studies in History and Philosophy of Science Part C: Studies 
in History and Philosophy of Biological and Biomedical Sciences, 75, pp. 24-33. 

Haines, S. (2019). Reckoning resources: political lives of anticipation in Belize’s water sector. Science and 
Technology Studies, 30(4), pp. 97-118.  

Haines, S. (2019). Managing expectations: articulating expertise in climate services for agriculture in Belize. Climatic 
Change, 157(1), pp. 43-59. 

Hashemi, M. (2019). Bedouins of Silicon Valley: a neo-Khaldunian approach to sociology of technology, The 
Sociological Review, 67(3), pp. 536–55. 

Henry, J. (2019) ‘Science and reason’, in Dixon, C. S. and Kümin, B (eds.), Interpreting early modern Europe. London 
and New York: Routledge, pp. 329–55. 

Henry, J. (2019) ‘Newton and action at a distance’, in Schliesser, E. and Smeenk, C. (eds.) Oxford handbook of Isaac 
Newton. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 1–34.   

Henry, J. (2019) ‘Laws of nature’, in Jalobeanu, D. and Wolfe, C. T. (eds.), Encyclopaedia of early modern philosophy 
and the sciences. Dordrecht: Springer, pp. 1–12.  

Henry, J. (2019) ‘Intellectualism and voluntarism’, in Jalobeanu, D. and Wolfe, C. T. (eds.), Encyclopaedia of early 
modern philosophy and the sciences. Dordrecht: Springer, pp. 1–13.  

Henry, J. (2019) ‘Newtonianism in Britain’, in Jalobeanu, D. and Wolfe, C. T. (eds.), Encyclopaedia of early modern 
philosophy and the sciences. Dordrecht: Springer, pp. 1–6.  

Hyysalo, S., Pollock, N. and Williams, R. (2019). Method Matters in the Social Study of Technology: Investigating the 
Biographies of Artifacts and Practices, Science and Technology Studies    

Jenkins, K. and Taebi, B. (2019) ‘Multinational energy justice for managing multinational risks: A case study of nuclear 
waste repositories’, Risk, Hazards and Crisis in Public Policy 10(2), pp. 176-196. 

 

Kornberger, M., Bowker, G. C., Elyachar, J., Mennicken, A., Miller, P.,  
Randa Nucho, J. and Pollock, N. (eds.) (2019) Thinking infrastructures.  
Emerald Group Publishing  
 
This volume introduces the notion of Thinking Infrastructures to explore a broad range 
of phenomena that structure attention, shape decision-making, and guide cognition: 
Thinking Infrastructures configure entities (via tracing, tagging), organise knowledge 
(via search engines), sort things out (via rankings and ratings), govern markets (via 
calculative practices, including algorithms), and configure preferences (via valuations 
such as recommender systems). Thus, Thinking Infrastructures, we collectively claim 
in this volume, inform and shape distributed and embodied cognition, including 
collective reasoning, structuring of attention and orchestration of decision-making. 
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Köhler, J., Geels, F., Kern, F., Markard, J., Wieczorek, A.J., Alkemade, F., Avelino, F., Bergek, A., Boons, F., 
Fuenfschilling, L., Hess, D., Holtz, G., Hyysalo, S., Jenkins, K., Kivimaa, P., Martiskainen, M., McMeekin, A., 
Muehlemeier, S., Nykvist, B., Onsongo, E., Pel, B., Raven, R., Rohracher, H., Sanden, B., Schot, J., Sovacool, B.K., 
Turnheim, B., Welch, D. and Wells, P. (2019) ‘An agenda for sustainability transitions research: State of the art and 
future directions’, Environmental Innovation and Societal Transitions 31: 1-32. 

Lee, F., Bier, J., Christensen, J., Engelmann, L., Helgesson, C.-F., and Williams, R. (2019). Algorithms as folding: 
Reframing the analytical focus. Big Data & Society.  

Lowe, J.W.E. and Bruce, A. (2019) Genetics without genes? The centrality of genetic markers in livestock genetics 
and genomics. History and Philosophy of Life Sciences 41(50).  

Lyall, C. (2019), Being an Interdisciplinary Academic: How institutions shape university careers, London: Palgrave 
Pivot. 

Lyall, C. and Tait, J. (2019) New Rules of Engagement: Moving Beyond the Limits to Governance, Research Policy, 
48/5, pp. 1128-1137. 

Leng, G., Leng, R. I., and Maclean, S. (2019). The vasopressin−memory hypothesis: a citation network analysis of a 
debate. Ann. N.Y. Acad. Sci., 1455, pp. 126-140.  

MacKenzie, D. (2019). Just how fast? on the increasing speed of high-frequency trading. London Review of Books 
41 (5), pp. 23-4 

Mastroeni, M., Mittra, J., and Tait, J (2019). Political Influences on Biotechnology-based Innovation for European 
Agriculture: Risk-Assessment and Risk Management. Technology Analysis and Strategic Management. 

Mittra, J., Bruce, A., Scannell, J. and Tait, J. (2019). Regulatory and Market Influences on Innovation Pathways for 
the Development of New Antimicrobial Drugs. Technology Analysis and Strategic Management. 

Mittra, J., Mastroeni, M., Haddow, G., Wield, D., and Barlow, E. (2019). Re-Imagining Healthcare and Medical 
Research Systems in Post-Devolution Scotland. Sociological Research Online, 24(1), pp. 55-72 

Mittra, J. and Zoukas, G. (2019). Unpacking the Concept of Bioeconomy: Problems of Definition, Measurement, and 
the Attribution of ‘Value’. Science and Technology Studies  

Monyei, C.G., Sovacool, B.K., Brown, M., Jenkins, K., Viriri, S. and Li, Y. (2019) ‘Justice, poverty, and electricity 
decarbonisation’, The Electricity Journal 32: 47-51. 

Pickersgill, M., Cunningham-Burley, S., Engelmann, L., Ganguli-Mitra, A., Hewer, R., Young, I., (2019). Challenging 
social structures and changing research cultures. Lancet 394, pp. 1693–1695.  

Shen, X., Williams, R., Zheng, S., Liu, Y., Li, Y. and Gerst, M., (2019). Digital online music in China – a “laboratory” 
for business experiment. Technological Forecasting & Social Change, 139, pp. 235-249. 

Smith, R, Scott, D, Kamwendo, Z and Calvert, J (2019). An Agenda for Responsible Research and Innovation in ERA 
CoBioTech. Swindon, UK: Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council 

Sovacool, BK., Kivimaa, P., Hielscher, S. and Jenkins, K. (2019) ‘Further reflections on vulnerability and resistance 
in the United Kingdom’s smart meter transition’, Energy Policy 124: 411-417. 

Spinardi, G. and Law A (2019). Beyond the Stable Door: Hackitt and the Future of Fire Safety Regulation in the UK. 
Fire Safety Journal.  

Spinardi, G., Baker, J. and Bisby, L. (2019). Post Construction Fire Safety Regulation in England: Shutting the Door 
Before the Horse has Bolted. Policy and Practice in Health and Safety, 17(2), pp. 133-145. 

Spinardi, G. (2019). Performance Based Design, Expertise Asymmetry, and Professionalism: Fire Safety Regulation 
in the Neoliberal Era. Regulation and Governance, 13(4), pp. 520-539. 

Szymanski, E. and Scher, E., (2019). Models for DNA Design Tools: The Trouble with Metaphors Is That They Don’t 
Go Away. ACS Synth. Biol.  
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Szymanski, E., Vermeulen, N. and Wong, M., (2019). Yeast: one cell, one reference sequence, many genomes? 
New Genetics and Society, pp. 1–21 

Taddei, R. R. and Haines, S. (2019). When climatologists meet social scientists: ethnographic speculations around 
interdisciplinary equivocations. Sociologias, 21(51), pp. 186-209.  

Tamminen, S. and Vermeulen, N. (2019). Bio-objects: new conjugations of the living. Sociologias 21 (50), pp. 156-
179 

Vidmar, M. (2019). Agile Space Living Lab – The Emergence of a New High-Tech Innovation Paradigm. Space Policy, 
49, pp. 101324. 

Vidmar, M. (2019). On the practices of risk re-normalisation: ‘Knowing’ the known unknowns in public discourse on 
outer space exploration. Teorija in praksa, 3, pp. 814-835. 

Vidmar, M. (2019). The Ten Million Euro Question: How Do Innovation Intermediaries Support Smart Specialization?. 
Croatian Economic Survey, 21(2), pp. 37–84. 

Wiegel, V., King, A., Mozaffar, H., Cresswell, K., Williams, R.., and Sheik, A. (2019). A systematic analysis of the 
optimization of computerized physician order entry and clinical decision support systems: a qualitative study in 
English hospitals. Health Informatics Journal.  26 (2). 

Wong, M. and Leng, R. I. (2019). On the design of linked datasets mapping networks of collaboration in the genomic 
sequencing of Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Homo sapiens, and Sus scrofa. F1000Research 2019, 8, pp. 1200. 

 

From Spaceships to Submarines - Between Facts and Fiction  
 

Over the past few months, our colleagues published several ground-breaking books. Following an Edinburgh Futures 
Institute funded project (reported on in the previous issues), Deborah Scott and Simon Malpas edited a collection of 
commissioned shorts stories and analytical essays entitled Scotland in Space, published by Shoreline of Infinity. The 
book features several members of the Social Dimensions of Outer Space network and foreword by acclaimed Scottish 
author Ken MacLeod (https://www.shorelineofinfinity.com/product/scotland-in-space/). Our PhD alumnus, Javier 
Guerrero, published critical contributions from his doctoral work examining technological innovation of Colombian drug 
smugglers and the Colombian Navy in Narcosubmarines: Outlaw Innovation and Maritime Interdiction in the War on 
Drugs (Palgrave, https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9789811390227). Finally, our recent alumnus, Rhodri Leng and 
his father, Gareth, discuss how biases, the desire for a good narrative, reliance on citation metrics, and other problems 
undermine confidence in modern science in The Matter of Facts: Skepticism, Persuasion, and Evidence in Science 
(MIT,https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/matter-facts). Congratulations!   

https://www.shorelineofinfinity.com/product/scotland-in-space/
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9789811390227
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/matter-facts

